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Double Identity : The fighting and adaptation
of Tai diaspora in Chiang Mai
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Abstract
The reasons why Shan moved to Chiang Mai in Thailand are politics, economic and everyday

life pressures. Thai construct and define the identities of the Shan as being the Burmese, they are the
aliens, and a group of people who cause the problems for the Thai government, but the Shan do not

accept these identities. Therefore they reconstructed their identity in order to make Thai people perceive
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that the Shan has an excellent culture and tradition. The Shan are of Buddhist faith, and have long time
history that relates to Thais. The Shan used Ku-tao temple and Pa-pao temple as a social space
reconstruct the identities of Shan Tai language, the Shan flag, Shan traditions and rituals, as well as
Shan history. These identities proclaimed the Shan identity and tried to construct the meaning in a
cultural way for the Shan to realize the value of themselves. At the same time the Shan adjusted
themselves into Thai society and expressed Thai identities to Thai to show that they are not an enemy of
Thai. The Shan love and respect the Thai state and Thai monarchy, for saving their lives. So the Shan
is the euthenics that has a double identities which is “Thai” or “Shan” depending on when and what they
use the identity for. The identity that they choose to show can be displaced in different situations;

livelihood and perception, when they live in Thailand.

Keywords: 1. Double identity. 2. Tai in Chiang Mai Province, Thailand.
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