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Thais’ Way of Life during the Greater East Asia War :
From the Perspective of the Japanese Army’s
Control of Thailand’s Southern Railways
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Abstract

This article has the objective of explaining the impacts of the Japanese control of the southern
railways on the way of life of Thai people, especially those living in Songkhla, in which the Padang Besar
Station was used to transport reinforcements from Thailand to Malaya, and the Thais living in Ratchaburi,
Kanchanaburi, Chumphon and Ranong, in which the Thai-Burma Railway was contructed to connect the
original southern railway to transport reinforcements to Burma. The study revealed that the Japanese
army succeeded in using the southern railway and the other two constructed railways to transport troops,
weapons, and food supplies to the Japanese soldiers in Malaya and Burma. However, the control of the
southern railways had negative impacts on the local Thai people, including the use of Japanese army
dollars, high price commodities, rice shortages, and Japanese soldiers’ Phuying Plopkhwan (comfort
women). What can be concluded in this paper is that the Japanese control of the southern railways
during the Greater East Asia War is a case study reflecting the use of military power to control and
impose on Thailand sovereignty to urgently and consistently prepare transportation facilities of the
southern railways and commodities especially rice for the Japanese army during the war, without taking

into consideration of the negative impacts that Thai people had encountered.

Keywords : 1. Thais’ Way of Life in the Greater East Asia War. 2. Greater East Asia War.

3. Japanese Army. 4. Thailand’s Southern Railways.
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