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On the Reception of Buddhism in the Works of Karl Gjellerup,
Hermann Hess and Thomas Mann

WIRTId daunns’
Pornsan Watanaguhn

UnAanga

INBEw V09T lMLARY1ITINNTIN 3 Yufia A15a unSiaeaIw (Karl Giellerup @.¢.1917) I5da
uuu (A.9.1929) UALLISUUIL LTRLTD (A.61.1946) mmﬂuumwummmawmuﬂlﬂmaumumamﬂmsm
# 20 uaziiwindoufitnanulaadunasufiasionumanansuds mumummmﬂwmmauw nmg
um"nﬂumaﬂuwmmvxmum"lmuamwamnaumﬂLLawLLmﬂmwﬁmam"lumnﬂuaﬂ

Wik svIinUszRUFTIAUINTN A58 UnSlaaTW (1857-1919) 304 “mMuiia-Huasymd-waiiene
@ww (Der Pilger Kamanita-Ein Legendenroman 9.¢1.1906) LLa:mﬁmUﬁ'ad “GN1NINL” (Siddharta, .¢1.1922)
Yaduasuuil LaaLTe vLﬁ%“].lﬂ’]i&law%u%ﬂﬂﬁiiaﬂiﬂL‘ﬂuu’lﬁmUﬁiﬁ?ﬂﬂﬁﬂ’]ﬁ%ﬁL‘ﬂuLLﬁ%L%ﬂd%ﬁﬂ Tuwafienens
fadl3asil danvastesiio Enmsnzuaznuiia SHuLEw “anNese lasfl “anuese vasdaLenaed
suandnsiu ludas “Gnmsny Lsﬁvl,ﬁwuLLmﬁ@LLa:@hazﬂﬂuﬁf'aa%aﬁﬁmmﬂwﬂﬁmauw udasnglsnanu
NNMIANEIIA TR 9azIBaaNLIn dmﬂi:naummﬁlﬂmﬁm‘vg‘ﬂﬁmamLL@iLﬂﬁaﬂuamm‘fu LT
Wpnfiufinu umzﬂﬂﬂﬂmgmmﬁ'aa “9"&” (Faust) Va9inaLs “mm‘%yaﬂqu" YIATRAFAUT BENIN
i mumauEem anuess’ paImMuiialuutlsziutrauniiaeIn G1A19INRUNIILTINIAINITIVE
aNtI02 ude M e AuNIR UM ANNTSHNWINILERIAKLEY LT FNTIT02 LAMUAAGUND “a2)
CRAK I@ﬂmﬁﬂmm%‘ﬂﬁuﬁuﬂwaawﬂﬁﬁ@imﬂﬁgﬁma@ﬂuﬁ‘fn gﬁaﬁaﬂlﬁmuﬁmﬁuﬁﬁmmwmaawazé’um
Funnod ﬁmwﬁmvlﬁwuLLa:auﬂmsﬁﬂﬁauﬁazau%ﬁmimvl&iﬁmmw"l,ﬁwuﬁ'uaaﬁaumiﬂ@mﬁa

AERRUSTE IS SR IG PV ﬁuﬁifmmn@im‘mnwammaaLmiaa;wLLazLamsﬁamdﬁﬁhmﬂumuﬁsxﬁuﬁ‘ﬁ
ﬁﬁn‘vxEi’aﬁﬂasmﬁuaﬂuwummLﬁﬁmaﬁwumiusﬂ‘sﬂ lisansndonlddnuduissunssunnseaaun
lasnluwsudssiusaaslsds il i ldwusudsznenlag ﬁLﬂuvgﬂﬂmma athslsfia ufisRenasi
Tuwsnutsziusiszinnidasan (Erzahlung) wia lunatae (Novelle wia waistnsawasw) vaslsda suinans
o LiﬂvlﬁwuLLmﬁﬂvgmmauWLﬁ‘mﬁuﬂmﬁm’%aa ‘Mzt %uﬂuqmawﬁﬁLLa:qﬂﬁé’TﬁmaaéﬁLaﬂ
L°ﬁu1m'§aa ‘AN r_l‘ﬁnﬁa" (Der Tod in Venedig) “mwfﬁﬂﬁ@ﬁ%” (Enttauschungen) “ﬁ’amn‘ﬁ" (Schwere
Stunde) W38 “¥8ua"y” (Der Tod)

awmisluukunawdTms nasnsaiimineay
2 aa31138 @9, Uszdnaand A s easin Ae3TINENazIuan AteonEIMEaT gwwaamrﬁwﬁwmé’u



NI Insnasdatng atummlng
17 31 aUuf 1 w.a. 2554

uwmmﬁtﬂuuwmwﬁﬁawaﬂmami’ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂwﬁme:ﬁﬁ'mmﬁuvgmmauﬂmmﬂi:ﬁuﬁmaa
undiaayw amae uaszlodlm dud I@sl;ﬁaﬁ'ﬂl“ﬁéﬁasmmamuﬂi:ﬁ'uﬁém “mufia-a3nuasymd” 189
UWNIABTW “ANTIINT VOILFRLTE WA WIWIALE NG 09989 50 E il

FDNURANVDINWIY A

mMysuwnsemawlunulsziusveassa uniinayn wazlsda uwd uandrsiuaingls nmauaam
“a219939” 23iflanyAARINYNNBITBINN TR aWILazINy NN luLT U B Taus g lathluadnals

AR 1. MITUWNTAAW. 2. unflaagw, A8, 3. wame, uasiuil. 4. Sud, Inila.

Abstract

The Nobel Prize laureates Karl Gjellerup (1917), Thomas Mann (1929), and Hermann Hesse (1946)
can be counted among those European writers of the Early Modern Age who—uwith varying intensity dealt
with Indian-Buddhist thought and were influenced by it.

In this research essay, the author investigates the literary works of Hermann Hesse’s Siddhartha
(1922) and Karl Gjellerup’s Der Pilger Kamanita—Ein Legendenroman (The Pilgrim Kamanita: A Legendary
Romance, 1906) and some early “Novelleas” written by Thomas Mann. The first two novels are internationally
renowned for their Indian-Buddhist themes. In contrast to the works by Gjellerup and Hesse, Thomas Mann’s
early stories are all firmly rooted in European culture and cannot be called Buddhist literature, not even
indirectly Buddhist or Buddhist to a certain extent, because there are no explicit Buddhist elements at all.
Surprisingly, however, in numerous of Thomas Mann’s novellas, one can find Buddhist ideas in the thoughts
and actions of the characters.

In this article, the following questions are of relevance: In what way is the reception of Buddhism
different in Hesse, Gjellerup, and Mann? How can the search for “Truth” and for oneself be understood from

a Buddhist and from a European cultural perspective?

Keywords: 1. Reception of Buddhism. 2. Gjellerup, Karl. 3. Hesse, Hermann. 4. Mann, Thomas.
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