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The theory of meaning in Putnam : Semantic Externalism

WINT AFBIYNT

Natika Krongyoot

UNAnea

ﬂruumé’nﬁ'rgﬂs:mwﬁﬂuﬂ‘{‘mym‘mVLGTLLri ﬂrgmﬁdm:vliﬁamm«*’ﬁﬁmuﬂmm%mm RE
\fAndasnuannzaansalanmenan NOBAMVRUUNTZURAAN LFU NYBIANVANIBUULLAIA Juuifia
FinnasilumsivueanunansisndanuduRusiuanzie f1e195en i dwirusuuinpeiinue
anunaganngle Saa13 wninldudoiausainatn lasnsiauasiadislanudaiiausaliifingi
anazaa i fssnannnsAinuannurne wasrausindsliaunsnatuisanusuRuEsE R
Aulanmonanld AnindeldauannaaEesnus MRRAANINAERNTIaTUNEI1 ANURINETBIR
%%aﬂsﬂmﬁﬁmmnmﬂsﬁﬁwamu’lw’qu‘nuuaﬂanmﬂuaﬂvlﬁuri sy Ta AU easFd99 lulan
uwmmﬁﬁﬁaagﬂdw AU AR BIL3 B N I HAUAAIT U RN INNANLHENEINIINBTUILAUEN
WuSIznI M snulanaeuen be Lwivla\immma%mU@mué’wﬁuﬁ‘izmwmmﬁum&wﬁ

adag: 1. UTIYmE. 2. nqeananiny. 3. §8a13 WNHY. 4. INEIMBReaNIRANEIINAueN

Abstract

An important problem in the philosophy of language concerns the problem of the condition that
determines meaning. The question is whether the condition involves mental states or the external world. Hilary
Putnam argues that a traditional view in theory of meaning, such as the Fregean theory, tends to be semantic
internalism. He raises the Twin Earth Thought experiment in order to show that meaning is determined by
external conditions, namely, the social experts and the natural essence of things in the external world. This
article concludes that although Putnam’s semantic externalism shows how language relates to the world, it

cannot explain the relation of language and humans.

Keywords: 1. Philosophy of language. 2. Theory of meaning. 3. Hilary Putnam. 4. Semantic externalism.
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