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Abstract

The study of urban tourism, nightlife entertainment business and its impacts on the socio-culture of
Phuket's Old Town intends 1. to describe the present socio-demographic profile of residents in Phuket Old’s
Town, 2. to analyse the perception of the local residents towards socio-cultural tourism impacts arising from
the opening of nightlife entertainment businesses within their community, 3. to explore methods that residents
think will be most useful when dealing with impacts. This study employs a descriptive study approach by
using a questionnaire survey with 560 respondents living in Phuket's Old Town. It reveals that overall the
socio-cultural impacts from the opening of nightlife entertainment is moderate. However, the community has
shown their concerns over the drinking, drug, prostitution and crime problems. Nonetheless, the study indicates
that community’s cooperation, discussion with business owners as well as support from the government are
ways to alleviate negative impacts while promoting sustainable urban tourism. In conclusion, this study will

be useful for the effective future urban tourism planning.

Keywords: 1. Urban Tourism. 2. Socio-Cultural Impacts. 3. Nightlife Entertainment Business.
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