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Spirit retrieving ceremony : A life ritual of Tai Lue ethnic group

in Chiang Kham district, Phayao province
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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study Su Khwan — spirit retrieving
ceremony of Tai Lue in Chiang Kham District as a whole and to analyze its roles
and functions based on a functional approach. The methodology adopted in this
study was folklore. The study began with preliminary data study, followed by the
survey of resource persons, interviewing, sound recording, photo taking, and field
note taking. The data were then transcribed into written form. Later, the patterns
of ceremonial performance including the content of the written scripture were
interpreted and the ceremony itself was analyzed based on the structure and
context of various spirit retrieving ceremonies of Tai Lue in Chiang Kham District,
Phayao Province based on a functional approach.

The findings showed that there were eight types of Su Khwan ceremony
or Spirit Retrieving Ceremony of Tai Lue in Chiang Kham District, Phayao
Province: a Su Khwan ceremony for a one-month newborn child, Su Khwan
ceremony for those who will be ordained as a monk, Su Khwan ceremony for
ordained people, Su Khwan ceremony for sick people, Su Khwan ceremony for
those who lost their spirit because of bad fortune, Su Khwan ceremony for the
brides and the grooms, Su Khwan ceremony for those getting promotion in
careers, and Su Khwan ceremony for welcoming good fortune of people. There
were also two aspects of Su Khwan ceremony: one is formal performance; the
other is informal. However, both aspects of ceremonies interestingly require two

compositions: ‘Khan Tung’, a bowl containing fragrant flowers, pieces of white
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and red cloths, some paddy, candles and some money to honor a ceremonial
performer and ‘Bai Sri’, a bowl with a pedestal decorated with banana leaves,
containing flowers, candles and food.

In terms of structure of written language and content of the ceremonial
scripture, it was found that all scriptures were composed in prose style with no
constraints on the number of words in each line. Assonance between lines and
the use of words in Pali could be found in some parts. In respect of content of
the scripture, it could be divided into eight parts.

The analysis of Su Khwan ceremony in terms of structure and context
based on a functional approach indicated that it not only enhances confidence
and mental strength in Tai Lue but it is also a source of wisdom and culture of
their community. Indeed, it helps strengthen social relations among people in Tai

Lue community.

Keywords: 1. Spirit retrieving ceremony. 2. Tai Lue. 3. Chiang Kham District,

Phayao Province
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