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“Wiang Chiang Rung”, a Community on a Trade Route in the Upper North:
A Case Study of Wiang Chiang Rung Pottery

Usanee Thongchai®

Abstract

In the study of Lanna history, there is one group of evidence which is
as important as a legend and inscription, that is, a large amount of pottery left in
various archeological sites. When one studies and analyzes these potteries
together with other evidences, one can get stories about the areas very well.

This paper is part of a research project entitled Wiang Chiang Rung
Pottery. This research randomly selected pottery in Wiang Chiang Rung temple
at Tung-gor sub-district, Wiang Chiang Rung district and the surrounding area to
develop a database of Wiang Chiang Rung pottery which comprises Lanna,
Sukhothai and Chinese pottery.

The discovery of pottery from various ancient kilns in one place, the
location of Wiang Chiang Rung as well as the inscription led to the question about
the significance of this area and the reasons why a large number of potteries
was found here. This study used integrated approach of ancient pottery analysis
and historical evidence analysis.

The result of the study shows that Wiang Chiang Rung area was once
a living community from the beginning of 19th century B.E. It was likely that in
this community there were people who lived here permanently and travellers who
stayed briefly and continued their journey. These groups of people continued to
live here until 25th century B.E. It is believed that this city was deserted when
there were roads and cars, which made the journey more convenient. Therefore,

people did not have to stop during their journey. As a result, the town gradually

? Associate Professor at Department of History, Faculty of Humanities, Chiang Mai

University, Chiang Mai, Thailand. E-mail address: usanee1955@gmail.com
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lost their importance until it was a deserted place. From the archeological
excavation at the present time, it is found that there are similar towns in the area
of Phaya Mengrai sub-district, Wiang Chai district and Teng district, Chiang Rai
province. Each town has evidence of inhabitance with ancient places and ancient

objects scattering around the area like those found in Wiang Chiang Rung.

Keywords: 1. Wiang Chiang Rung Pottery. 2. Lanna Pottery. 3. Community on

a Trade Route.
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