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A Comparative Study of Time Expressions Reflection of Worldviews

in Thai and Burmese®

Ratree Chamniyom® Wipawan Yooyen’
and Puttachat Potibal °
Abstract
This research aimed to investigate the characteristics of meaning of point
of time words in Burmese, including a study of culture and worldviews reflecting
from point of time words in Burma. The data were collected from 2 sources:
(1) Burmese dictionaries, books on Thai idiomatic expressions and Burmese
idiomatic expressions; (2) interviews of 5 Burmese informants. And analyzed by
using Ethnosemantics The research results revealed that:
There are 2 characteristics of meaning in Burma: (1) point of time words
with meaning that indicate the exact time point, which could be divided into 2
types, that is, (1) point of time words within 1 day and (2) point of time words
on days, months, and years.
Concerning the culture that reflected from the point of time words in
Burmese, it indicated that there were point of time words that dealt with how to
lead one’s life and occupation reflecting agriculture life, how to lead their lives,

and how monks lead their lives. Regarding Buddhism, it reflected important

® This article is a part of Doctor of Philosophy dissertation entitled “A Comparative
Study of Time Expressions Reflection of Worldviews in Thai and Burmese” Department of
Thai Language, Faculty of Humanities, Kasetsart University. Bangkok, Thailand.

® Doctor of Philosophy Candidate, Department of Thai Language, Faculty of Humanities,
Kasetsart University, and Lecturer, Department of Thai Language, Faculty of Humanities and
Social Sciences, Kachanaburi Rajabhat University. Email address; aob_2549@hotmail.com

" Thesis Advisor, Associate Professor, Ph.D, Department of Thai Language, Faculty
of Humanities, Kasetsart University, Bangkok, Thailand.

® Thesis Advisor, Assistant Professor, Ph.D, Department of Linguistics, Faculty of

Humanities, Kasetsart University, Bangkok, Thailand.
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religious days and yearly festivals and rituals. And about beliefs, it reflected the
belief about spirit.

In addition, it reflected the worldviews of Burmese. Time had relation to
nature, human beings, and animals. Time had sequences of past, present, and

future. Also, time could be divided into segments., and time moved on unceasingly.

Keywords: 1. Time Expression 2. Point of Time words in Burmese 2. Culture

and worldviews in Burmese
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