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Khmer-Style Artistic Works under King Mongkut’s Royal Intention
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Abstract

King Mongkut commisioned the rendition of many artistic works in the
Khmer style, such as Red Prang in Phra Nakorn Khiri, Petchaburi Province. The
initiation of this project was attributed to the failure of transferring a Khmer
monastery from Cambodia to Phra Nakorn Khiri. Some scholars proposed the
ideas that the monastery which King Mongkut chose to transfer was Angor Wat.
However, additional evidence indicated that King Mongkut probably chose Bantaey
Chhmar in the first place but, considering its gigantic size, he later chose Phatai
Taprohm, which was believed to be one of the towers in Ta Prohm monastery.
However, owing to the unrest in Cambodia, he commissioned Red Prang instead,
the style of which was similar to Khmer towers.

Furthermore, the king commissioned the miniature of Angkor Wat in the
Temple of the Emerald Buddha, and Khmer-style lion sculptures to embellish the
entrance of Anantasamakom Hall, one of the buildings inside Phra Aphinaonivet.
All of these projects indicated the king’s interest in the ancient Khmer architecture
and sculpture. Also, they reflected the intention of King Rama IV to use these
artistic works to express his power over Cambodia. This was one of his endeavors
to resist the western countries that were expanding their influence and claiming

their power over King Mongkut’s colonies.

Keywords: 1.Khmer Style. 2.King Mongkut. 3.Red Prang. 4.Angkor Wat. 5.Lion.
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