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Abstract

This study was conducted to examine the creation process of the Khon
performance of the SUPPORT Foundation of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit of Thailand
exhibited from 2007 to 2013, totalling 5 series: Series 1 Prommas Episode
exhibited in 2007 and 2009, Series 2 Nang Loy Episode exhibited in 2010, Series
3 Suk Maiyarab Episode performed in 2011, Series 4 Jong Tanon Episode
performed in 2012, and Series 5 Mokkasak Episode performed in 2013. The
research used the method of document analysis, in-depth interviews with 5
important Committee members who played an important role in creating the Khon
performance of the SUPPORT Foundation of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit, the
backstage team, and the student representatives who joined the Mokkasak
Episode of Khon performance. In addition, the study used participatory research
methodology to acquire an overview of the creation process of the Khon
performance of the SUPPORT Foundation from the beginning, stage preparation
and casting, through to the performance given to the public.

In addition, the research team applied the results to the preparation of
the virtual exhibition website titled “The Great Artist”. The website was prepared
by the Office of contemporary Art and Culture, Ministry of Culture, in order to
disseminate H.M. Queen Sirikit's royal duties. She has graciously made a
substantial contribution to the conservation of Khon and various fields of
Elaboration Art, which are nearly lost. These fields of arts are crucial aesthetics
elements of Khon. H.M. Queen Sirikit's work renders these arts conserved,
inherited, developed and recreated.

The in-depth study led to two-part results. The first part was about the
components of Khon performance of the SUPPORT Foundation which can be
divided into seven significant elements as follows: 1) composition and director,
2) casting actors, 3) creating scenes, 4) lighting and sound systems for the
performance, 5) Khon costumes, 6) music used in the performance, and 7) public
relations.

The second part was the conservation and the development of Khon
performance of the SUPPORT Foundation. The Khon performance team used

the evaluation of Khon which is a cultural resource. The team then applied the
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knowledge gained from the study to conserve and develop the Khon performance
of the SUPPORT Foundation in the following ways:

In terms of conservation, the research team established a network with
academics who specialized in history, art, drama and music. They passed on the
knowledge to a new generation of young artists so that the young artists could
participate in the continuation of various fields of art, namely, Thai paintings,
sculptures, dancing and music. Examples of knowledge that was conserved
comprised the antique Nakhon Si Thammarat cloth weaving, Khon costume
embroidery techniques and the opening dance patterns in Lakhon Nai, which had
been passed on to the Suan Kularb Palace Dance Troupe.

The knowledge-based development of Khon performance of the
SUPPORT Foundation resulted in a new model. Furthermore, new materials were
used to compensate for rare natural materials used to make head ornaments and
costumes. The image of Khon was modernized by developing the scenes which
were made to look more real through the use of light, color and sound technology
to enhance the audiences’ emotional involvement and imagination. Furthermore,
there was a style of mask decoration called “Phra Ratcha Niyom Style’.

In summary, the Khon performance of the SUPPORT Foundation adopted
the principle of cultural resource evaluation. It applied the knowledge acquired
from the study to develop a new model, using new technology to modernize the
image of Khon. This can connect well with young people more easily and inculcate
in them the appreciation of Khon, a national cultural heritage which deserves

future continuation.

Keywords: 1. Khon Performance of the Support Foundation. 2. Creation process.

3. Conservation. 4. Model development.
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