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Abstract

In the early part of the informal labor studies in Thailand, the term informal
labor was not used. The term was purposively used around the late 1990s when
it was observed that the term implicitly referred to labor protection provided for
workers in the informal economy. The term has become more widely used to
consistently refer to labor with no social welfare protection. However, on a closer
look, the term was found to be defined differently.

Earlier studies on informal labor focused on providing general information
about the informal labor. However, the points of interest and the nature of study
shifted dramatically around the early 2000. Since then, several studies adopted
a different approach and focused on topics different from previous studies.

An observation of the present study is that the broad definition of informal
labor which refers to workers with no social welfare and protection is problematic.
It causes difficulty and confusion when considering who should be regarded as
informal labor.

At present workers who claim to be informal labors try to form groups
to show their existence and to make certain demands. The widely-known informal
labor groups are Informal Labor / Center for informal labor and Foundation for

Labor and Employment Promotion (Homenet Thailand).

Keywords: 1.Informal Labour. 2.Informal Economy.
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